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NEWS RELEASE
Brave teenager helps catch Wekiva Cove serial burglary suspect

Seminole Co. Fla., (June 26, 2015) — Investigators with the Seminole County Sheriff’s Office arrested
a woman on Wednesday for residential burglary after the teenage occupant of a Wekiva Cove home
thwarted her crime spree. Sheri Buholtz-Brownlow, 34, of Longwood, was charged with four counts
of burglary to a dwelling, one count of burglary to an occupied dwelling and three counts of grand
theft.

On June 24 at approximately 9 a.m., the SCSO Communications Center received a 911 call from a
concerned mother advising that her teenage daughter, who was home alone, called and told her
that an unknown woman had attempted to open the front door of their home. The dispatcher
immediately called the teen directly to make sure she was safe and collect first-hand information
about the incident. The teen told dispatchers that when the doorbell rang, she went to the front
door and observed an unfamiliar woman through the peephole. The woman stood there for
approximately one minute, looked under the doormat, and then began to walk away. She then
came back and opened the unlocked door approximately three to four inches. The teen was able to
push the door closed and quickly locked it. The woman left the home, entered a white vehicle and
drove away.

The teen was able to provide dispatchers a good description of the suspect and the vehicle and
responding deputies soon spotted the car not far from the home. A traffic stop was conducted and
the suspect, later identified as Buholtz-Brownlow, was taken into custody without incident.
Investigators learned that after leaving the teen’s house, Buholtz-Brownlow attempted to enter
another home nearby. That resident’s house alarm was triggered and their dogs began to bark,
scaring the suspect away.

Investigators later determined that the Buholtz-Brownlow is responsible for several other residential
burglaries in the Wekiva Cove subdivision that have occurred over the past six weeks. Investigators
believe she gained access into the homes by either unlocked doors or by forced entry. In one of the
burglaries, she used a house key that she obtained when she burglarized the same home just days
prior. Cash, jewelry, and keys were taken in the burglaries.

Buholtz-Brownlow was booked into the John E. Polk Correctional Facility (JEPCF) and remains
incarcerated on a no bond status.

e The SCSO reminds residents to follow these safety tips to avoid becoming a burglary victim:

e Always lock doors, windows and sliding glass doors, even when you are home.

e If you are at home and the doorbell rings, go to the door to investigate who is there and let
them know that a person is inside.
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ARREST REPORT

Seminole County Sheriff's Office

Cmty: WAC For the Public: Yes
N.S.A: 63 GRID Juvenile: Yes
Agency ORI#: FL0590000 OBTS#: Agency Report #: 201500005201
Weapon Seized: NO Weapon Type: NA

Arrest Location: North Line Drive & Ramsey Drive, Apopka, FL 32703
Offense Location: 441 WEKIVA COVE RD, LONGWOOD, FL 32779

Arrest Date/Time: 6/24/2015 13:53 Booked Date/Time: 6/24/2015 0:00 Jail Date/Time: 6/24/2015 0:00 Fingerprinted:
Jail#: Local#: FDLE#: DOC#:
DEFENDANT
Name: BUHOLTZ-BROWNLOW, SHERI Race: W Sex: F DOB: 6/15/1981 Or Age:
DIANE
Height: 507 Weight: 130 Eyes: BRO Hair: BLN Alcohol Related: U Drug Related: U  Court Translator: N Language:
Local Address: 208 RAMSBURY CT, LONGWOOD, FL 32779 Phone: Residence: County
Next of Kin: Relationship: NOK Phone: Religion:
Business Name: NONE Business Address:
Job: Business Phone:
DL#: DL State: FL SSN: Marital: D Place of Birth: FL
GPS monitored: N  Citizenship: United States of America If not a U.S. citizen, contact embassy consulate
Alias Name(s): Person Identifier(s):
UNKNOWN

Co-Defendant(s):

Name Race Sex DOB or Age
CHARGE(S)
Counts Charge Description Statute# Ordinance Attempt/Commit Reason# Type
1 BURGL-OF OCCUPIED DWELLING UNARMED 810.02 3a No Commit Probable Cause
NO ASSLT OR BATT - BOND $15000
Drug Activity: N/A Drug Type: N/A Drug Qty: 0.00

The undersignted certifieds and swears that he/she has just and reasonable grounds to believe, and does believe that the above named defendant committed the following violation of law:

(@av)

On the 24 of June, 2015 at 1:53 PM (Specifically include facts constituting cause for arrest.) | BOND:

P.C. Exists for Charge(s): Judges's Signature: Date:

In Seminole County, at 441 Wekiva Cove Road, Longwood, Florida, the defendant, Sheri Diane Buholtz-Brownlow, did commit the
offense of burglary to an occupied dwelling to wit: On June 24, 2015, the defendant entered a dwelling, which is occupied by a 15 year
old female. The defendant did not have the permission or consent of the owner to enter or remain in the dwelling at the time of the
offense. While entering and remaining in the dwelling, the defendant had a fully-formed, conscious intent to commit the offense of theft
in the dwelling.

Facts supporting this case:

On June 24, 2015 the Seminole County Sheriff's Office responded to 441 Wekiva Cove Road, Longwood, Florida regarding a burglary to
aresidence. A juvenile, who was at home alone, stated her doorbell rang but she wasn’t expecting anyone. She stood by the door and
watched through the peep hole of the door. She observed the defendant standing on the porch. The defendant left, came back, and
looked under the door mat of the front door. The defendant then opened the front door, which was unlocked. The door was opened
approximately 3 to 4 inches before the juvenile was able to push the door shut. The plane of the residence was broken as the defendant
opened the door to the home. The door was then locked. A description of the female and vehicle was given to 911 operators and
relayed to deputies in the area.

Deputies in the area responded and would locate the defendant, who matched the description in the area of Wekiva Cove Road and
Torpoint Gate Road (in Wekiva Cove). A traffic stop was initiated. During this time the juvenile from 441 Wekiva Cove Road was
brought to the scene of the traffic stop. She positively identified the defendant as the person who opened her door.

I should note, there was probable cause to arrest the defendant on residential burglary charges in three other cases. All of these
charges were from burglaries in Wekiva Cove.

The defendant was brought to the West Altamonte Community Office where she was interviewed, post Miranda. ||| NN
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Cmty: WAC
N.S.A: 63 GRID

Agency ORI#: FL0590000

ARREST REPORT

Seminole County Sheriff's Office

OBTSH#:

The defendant was arrested and transported to the John E. Polk Correctional Facility.

| request EMPACT should the defendant be allowed to bond.

For the Public: Yes
Juvenile: Yes
Agency Report # 201500005201

Statements made by defendant prior to, during, and after arrest as related to each charge:

ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION I

Miranda HOLD FOR OTHER AGENCY Verified By:
Warning Name:
Sworn to and subscribed before me, the
ADULTS ONLY!! Reason: undersigned
Hold for First Appearance
D DO NOT BOND . .
authority, this day of
| swear/affirm the above and reversed and attached statements are true and correct. '
Officer's/Complaintant's Signature
in the year

WILKERSON, NATHAN LEE 197065

Name(Printed) and Employee#

Name/Title of Person Authorized to
Adminster Oath.

oz0ow

onz-—

Date Bond: Charge # |Bond: Charge #
Bond 3.Surety 5. Cert. Type: Type:
Type: 4. Bail/ 6. Other

1. R.O.R. Bond

2. Cash

Returnable Court Date:

Returnable Court Date:

Release Date:

Release Time:

Releasing Officer:
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e Call 911 immediately to report suspicious activity, persons, or vehicles.

e Safeguard valuables inside your home. Keep their value and location confidential. Use a safe
deposit box when possible.

e [f you are the victim of a burglary and your house keys have been taken, re-key or change the
locks immediately.

Please do not respond back to this email as the account is not monitored. For more information
contact:

Kristen Bentsen (kbentsen@seminolesheriff.org)

(407) 665-6950 - desk

(407) 637-9210 — cell

or

Kim Cannaday (kcannaday@seminolesheriff.org)

(407) 665-6978 - desk

(407) 402-3319 —cell
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